Sao Tome and Principe as a Regional Gateway
(A strategy for a sustainable development)

ABSTRACT

This study is basically aimed at analyzing whet®ao Tome and Principe can serve gs a
Regional Gateway. Subsequently, based on a cadg stethodology, our intention is
discuss Sao Tome and Principe potential to engageaoprocess of sustainable

development, services based namely tourism andl fixilities featuring as central

factors in the context of future investments. Wguarthat Sao Tome and Principe carrigs a
set of endogenous conditions that, if properlycatted, may redesign a context that
transforms this archipelago into a Regional Gatewsych will allow the country to sta
a new economic cycle based on increasing servim@gion. This is a challenge that will
only be possible with the implementation of struictg projects on infrastructure and
fiscal policy, capable of guaranteeing peripheaahpetitiveness.

This economic performance is explained primarilyggppolitical, geostrategic and gep-
economics’ factors that ultimately provide the downwith a set of comparativ
advantages. The study also takes into considertimneed to tackle permanent
governmental instability, which has contributed wiedge the country's development
process. Therefore, we emphasize an urgent needbuitldl consensus aroun
this extraordinary challenge as well as need toigeofor the governmental stability as an
essential element to promote sustainable develop#ar an in-depth scrutiny w
conclude that the country evidences the capabditypecoming a Regional Gatew
provided that some basic conditions are met: thémigation of factors such as the
geostrategic position of the country in the GuliGafinea; the democratic political regimg;
the aptitude to provide services, air and sea p@mnsogistics; free zones services, tourism
and the economy of the sea; a strong investmetiteinnfrastructures; implementation pf
an adequate fiscal policy, capable of guaranteéiegexternal competitiveness of the
country. Finally, we introduce some key ideas forstaategic choice of sustainabje
development based on the condition of Regional &ate
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