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INTRODUCTION

Cork porosity and thickness are two important Wildfires that damage the cork oaks may impact
characteristics that determine the value of the on these properties, thereby also potentially
cork raw-material for industrial processing. influencing the cork value.

MATERIALS & METHODS

The study focused on a mature cork oak
stand under cork production located in
Coruche, where a wildfire occurred in 2013.
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RESULTS

Cork annual growth and porosity were
measured using Fiji/lmagel) software.

This research aims to understand the effect of

wildfires on the cork growth and porosity,

by

comparing unburnt with fire-affected trees, and these
cork variables Iin the years before and after the

occurrence of fire.

Tree-related and fire-related
variables were measured.
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After the fire, cork porosity increased by 38% which may result in a After the fire, cork annual growth increased by 13% which may be

decrease of cork quality and value for production of cork stoppers.

associated with a protective adaptation of cork formation.
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