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WELCOME  LETTER

Dear Participants of the 4th Annual meeting of the European Society for the study of Human Evolution,
Welcome to Florence!

We are very pleased to welcome you to Florence, whose fame for its artistic beauties is well known to 
world. Together with its art, history, landscape and food, Florence is also important for its science 
with the University that has its origins in the Studium generale, established in 1321. Th is scientifi c 
legacy is particularly evident in the impressive scientifi c collections of the Natural History Museum, 
founded in 1775, and you are encouraged to visit its various sections during your stay in Italy. Th is 
year’s excursion will provide the opportunity to visit the area of the Grotte di Equi (cave and shelter), 
set in a beautiful landscape in the northern tip of Tuscany, where recent activity resumed old excava-
tions in late Pleistocene deposits.

As the 4th annual ESHE meeting commences, the successful journey of the society continues. In early 
August 2014, the society’s membership included 375 individuals. Continuing in the ESHE tradition, 
the number and quality of the submissions for presentations at our annual meetings has remained very 
high. Taking into account the experience of the fi rst three ESHE meetings, the board has decided to 
extend the length of our yearly conference to 3 days in order to comfortably accommodate its scienti-
fi c program. 

In order to encourage and facilitate the participation of students in the conferences, it has also been 
decided to dedicate a portion of the society’s budget to travel grants, supporting those presenting pos-
ters or papers. Preference will be given to student participants coming from distant and/or disadvan-
taged areas. Th ese grants will be off ered in addition to the prizes awarded since 2013 for outstanding 
student posters. 

During our general assembly an important issue will be to vote for the renewal of the board offi  cers 
who work to manage the society and the preparation of the yearly meetings.

We are very grateful to our 2014 local organizers, who have made the Florence conference possible, in 
particular to Prof. Jacopo Moggi-Cecchi (Department of Biology, Università degli Studi Firenze) who 
headed most of the local organization with the assistance of the colleagues of his Department: Prof. 
David Caramelli, Prof. Roscoe R. Stanyon, and Prof. Marco Bazzicalupo (Head of Department) and 
to Prof. Lorenzo Rook, Head of the Department of Earth Sciences Prof. Guido Chelazzi (President, 
Natural History Museum), Prof. Giovanni Pratesi (Director, Natural History Museum), Dr. Emanuela 
Paribeni (Superintendency for Archaeological Heritage, Tuscany) and Dr. Alessandro Palchetti (B&P 
Archeologia).

Th e 2014 ESHE meeting is sponsored by the Fondazione Ente Cassa di Risparmio di Firenze, the 
University of Florence (BIO, DST, MSN), the Istituto Italiano di Antropologia and the Associazione 
Antropologica Italiana . It is also supported by the Istituto Italiano di Paleontologia Umana.

Th e preparation of the meeting and the publication of our abstract volume have been made possible 
by the endless work of the ESHE Board Offi  cers and Board Members and in particular by Alyson Reid, 
Philipp Gunz, Shannon McPherron, Marie Soressi and Th omas Terberger. 

In 2015, the meeting of the European Society for the study of Human Evolution will take place at the 
British Museum (London, UK) and its organization is already well advanced.  

With best wishes,
Jean-Jacques Hublin
President, European Society for the study of Human Evolution
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