TÍTULO DA TESE EM INGLÊS: Causes of Productivity in Portugal: A study about the perceptions of portuguese SMEs entrepreneurs. 





ABSTRACT
Productivity is one of the most relevant indicators of the economic system of a country. Over the recent years, the evolution of productivity in Portugal has been characterized by values far below the European average. Understanding the factors that are at the origin of these low levels of productivity in Portugal is something imperative to improve the standards of the Portuguese economy. To meet some of the causes of this phenomenon it was considered that the "grounded theory" would be more appropriate. Based on semi-structured interviews, was collected the testimony of Portuguese businessmen whose companies are active in the market. It was understood that the set of perceptions should be obtained from small and medium entrepreneurs, because they are the basis of the economic system. Thus, this investigation aims to define, from the viewpoint of the Portuguese SME entrepreneurs, the main causes of the low levels that productivity presents. Through the interpretation and analysis of perceptions exhibited by entrepreneurs was possible to develop a multifaceted theoretical model that shows the causes that influence productivity in Portugal. 
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