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Tropical Summit 



width: 30 to 90 km
Lenght: 60 km

• Framed by an irregular and
broken topography.

• Its slopes reach 2,800 meters
above sea level.

• 7 tutelary hills.
• Aburra river, runs from south to

north.

Where: Colombia - The Valle de Aburrá



Where: Metropolitan Area of Valle de Aburrá
The Metropolitan area of Valle
de Aburra constitutes the sub-
region of the department of
Antioquia with the largest
number of inhabitants. It is
made up of 10 municipalities
(Barbosa, Girardota, Bello,
Copacabana, Caldas, Itagui, La
Estrella; Envigado, Medellin,
Sabaneta), concentrating around
5.3 million people

Municipality Population Ext Km2 Population
/km2 

Barbosa 55201 208 266
Girardota 55294 71 779
Copacabana 83106 71 1171
Bello 560831 151 3714
Medellin 2573220 387 6650
Envigado 246003 51 4824
Itagui 294551 17 17327
La Estrella 76704 35 2192
Caldas 84734 152 558

Table 1. Population distribution in Valle de Aburra



Conservation Initiatives

Sociocultural Values

Historical Value

Cultural Practices

Sustaining ways of lifeEducational Potential

Scientific Interest

Potential
cultural
construction

Landscape Recognition

Why speak about Heritage trees in a city?

Camajon
Sterculia apetala

Piñon de oreja
Enterolobium cyclocarpum

Protecting trees with heritage 
value  

=  
Support  contribution of 

ecosystem services



Trees invite us to expand the traditional concept
of heritage. They remind us that heritage is
alive and requires care and ethical
management. If human do not have a deep
connection with the trees or palms, there
is not heritage.

As trees and palms grow, they take
custody of the space. They leave a
mark on the landscape.

Why speak about Heritage trees in a city?



All arboreal specimens, including palms as
they are part of people's individual and
collective memory, which, according to
historical, symbolic, ecological and
landscape criteria, are defined as having
heritage value

The objective is to safeguard and protect
them, through the heritage component
management plan so that they are present
in our environment with quality of life for
as long as possible.

Connection with human timelessness

Identity and belonging with nature

Aesthetic and recreational value

Contemplating a tree soothes the spirit, 
gives tranquility to the soul and produces 
well-being.

Definition of trees with heritage value 



How
Methodology
(three components)

Communication
ways..Photographic exhibition,
video, interviews, social
networks, guided local tourism

1. Forestry Component
secondary and primary information collection

2. Cultural
assessment
(historical, symbolic,
religious, spiritual)
Documentary research,
Social research
(interviews, focus
group)

4 Legal document
Construction of decree and
Justification report

a. SAU- trees and palms entered  (2022) 

c.  Technical data sheets for trees 

b. Tree catalog (trees and species analysis) >4m 

3. Social dissemination and
communication plan
Social cartography-socialization-
visibility in local social networks

SAU= Sistema de arbolado urbano= Tree urban Sistem App 



1. A. SAU trees entered  397209>4m (2023) 

Medellin Barbosa Bello Caldas Copacabana Envigado Girardota Itagüí Estrella Sabaneta

Total trees and palms 235.716   3.842   44.941   3.219   5.991   40.691   6.727   33.374   8.843   13.865   
Trees and palms with 
heritage value 777   151   29  121  31   51   234   101   93 91
Trees and palms in  
endangered species with 
heritage value 46 126 2 99 11 11 223 11 35 26

Caucho -Ficus elástica-

Results



1. B. Tree catalog = 1676 Results

Medellin Barbosa Bello Caldas Copacabana Envigado Girardota Itagui Estrella Sabaneta

Total trees and palms 235.716   3.842   44.941   3.219   5.991   40.691   6.727   33.374   8.843   13.865   
Trees and palms with 
heritage value 777   151   29  121  31   51   234   101   93 91
Trees and palms in  
endangered species 
with heritage value 46 126 2 99 11 11 223 11 35 26



Aesthetic and landscape value.

Symbolic value.
Associated to processes, practices, beliefs, events or activities significant to the
memory, as well as identity and cultural roots.

Historical value.
Witness of the pass of time, political, economic, social and cultural processes,
events and practices

Ecological value.
Native or endemic species play a fundamental
role in the conservation of fauna and/or flora Endangered species

1. C. A data sheets that contain Technical and cultural information Results

Phenotypic characteristics (flowers, fruits, bark, roots, shape, leaves, size)
that contribute to the quality, beauty and general view of the landscape.

Medellin Barbosa Bello Caldas Copacabana Envigado Girardota Itagui Estrella Sabaneta

Total trees and palms 235.716   3.842   44.941   3.219   5.991   40.691   6.727   33.374   8.843   13.865   

Trees and palms with 
heritage value 777   151   29  121  31   51   234   101   93 91
Trees and palms in  
endangered species with 
heritage value 46 126 2 99 11 11 223 11 35 26



Each tree or palm has or is associated with a use and a character of interest. It can be scientific (ecological,
environmental), aesthetic (beauty, uniqueness), landscape (landmark, composition, form, structure), symbolic
and historical.

2. Cultural assessment.  Documentary and Social research (interviews, focus group) Results



https://elcolectivocomunicacion.wordpress.com/2018/10/16/arboles-que-devuelven-la-vida-y-la-identidad/

3. Social dissemination

https://youtu.be/X__oFWtgE94?si=GSMYD4RcdKRR33D5

https://youtu.be/X__oFWtgE94?si=GSMYD4RcdKRR33D5

https://youtu.be/luoQFye5e2k?si=aYkQNlDhzHfh2cWm

https://www.elcolombiano.com/cult
ura/arboles-patrimoniales-de-
medellin-clasificacion-y-proteccion-
KF13705359



Next work

Diagnose and define management criteria for
each georeferenced individual

Develop 9 municipal decrees as a legal
instrument

Formulate and execute the project's social
dissemination plan through different strategies
for connecting with the community and project
visibility.

Cedro 
(Cedrela odorata)

4 Legal document: Construction of decree and Justification report

Chaquiro
(Retrophyllum rospigliosii)

Recognition and assessment of trees and palms
identified with heritage value and in endangered
species as seed trees and palms.

Heritage trees as bioindicators

Palma Sancona
(Syagrus sancona)

Algarrobo (Hymenaea courbaril)



Making visible the existence of trees with heritage value in the
urban areas, connections and relationships between trees and
urban inhabitants and visitors are renewed.

Key public space

The conservation of heritage trees promotes diversity,
allowing different species and cultural groups to express
themselves and integrate, enriching social life.

Conclusions 

The other no human being is also recognized as a citizen (the tree).

30 tree species identified in urban areas with some degree of danger of
extinction = Cedro (Cedrela odorata); Choiba (Dipteryx oleifera); Pino
Chaquiro (Retrophyllum rospigliosii); Guayacan azul (Guaiacum officinale);
Abarco (Cariniana pyriformis)
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“Rara vez se detiene uno a pensar como afecta nuestra vida, el medio ambiente en el que se

estudia, trabaja y juega. Sin embargo, los escenarios que rodean y sustentan nuestra vida diaria ejercen

una gran influencia en la manera de pensar, sentir y comportarse”.

“We rarely stop to think about how the environment in which we live, study,

work and play affects our lives. However, the scenarios that surround and support our daily lives

great influence on the way we think, feel and behave.”

Charles J, Holahan Psicólogo Ambiental
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